Le regard posé par l'homme sur l'animal est-il une contribution à l'archéologie du savoir médical ? Déjà Aristote, au IVe 
I "Un [our, Self-coprophagy is a feature spécifie to some rodents (rabbit, beaver, ...). In thèse herbivorous species, the digestion of cellulose takes place in the posterior part of the intestine, which has very low efficiency. The direct ingestion of some spécifie faeces (when soft and having a high water content) and their being stored in a pouch in the stomach can be considered as a kind of second digestion.
A strange disease has been observed in pig farms in the Netherlands. The sick pigs were described as "urine drinkers", as they would drink each other's urine. This behaviour was due to an intestinal antiseptic medicine -Carbadox* -which was administered at 2-3 times the standard dosage. It could be evidenced that the drug caused necrosis of the glomerular area of the cortico-surrenal gland, paired with decreasing aldosteron. The pigs had there¬ fore found the way to reabsorb the sait that they could no longer re¬ tain in their body according to a natural process. A species resists (almost) to the human hold, it is the domestic cat.
It will remain a favourite subject of observations. But shall we be able to ever understand it really?
We still hâve an important task in our hands: it will be the job of in¬ terdisciplinary teams with biologists, biochemists, ethologists whatever their éducation and scientific affiliation is...
